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Lenticular Clouds

File: 2007 04 01_Live Science_Image Gallery Curious Clouds.pdf
URL: https:/www.livescience.conv11256-curious-clouds.html



https://www.livescience.com
https://www.livescience.com/feeds/all
https://www.awin1.com/awclick.php?awinmid=2961&awinaffid=103504&clickref=livescience-gb-6596896990699047920&p=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.magazinesdirect.com%252Faz-magazines%252F6936539%252Fhow-it-works-magazine-subscription.thtml
https://www.awin1.com/awclick.php?awinmid=2961&awinaffid=103504&clickref=livescience-gb-6596896990699047920&p=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.magazinesdirect.com%252Faz-magazines%252F6936539%252Fhow-it-works-magazine-subscription.thtml
https://www.awin1.com/awclick.php?awinmid=2961&awinaffid=103504&clickref=livescience-gb-6596896990699047920&p=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.magazinesdirect.com%252Faz-magazines%252F6936539%252Fhow-it-works-magazine-subscription.thtml
https://www.awin1.com/awclick.php?awinmid=2961&awinaffid=103504&clickref=livescience-gb-6596896990699047920&p=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.magazinesdirect.com%252Faz-magazines%252F6936539%252Fhow-it-works-magazine-subscription.thtml
https://www.livescience.com/planet-earth/weather/polar-vortex-could-bring-deadly-winter-storms-and-coldest-weather-in-more-than-a-decade-to-us
https://www.livescience.com/space/the-moon/full-moons-of-2025-names-dates-and-everything-you-need-to-know
https://www.livescience.com/archaeology/lost-site-of-alexander-the-greats-famous-battle-against-ancient-persians-discovered-in-turkey
https://www.livescience.com/planet-earth/volcanos/undersea-volcano-off-oregon-coast-could-erupt-this-year-geologists-predict
https://www.livescience.com/space/the-10-best-stargazing-events-of-2025
https://www.livescience.com/news
https://www.livescience.com/author/live-science-staff
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.livescience.com/11256-curious-clouds.html
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Image%20Gallery%253A%20Curious%20Clouds&url=https://www.livescience.com/11256-curious-clouds.html
whatsapp://send?text=Image%20Gallery:%20Curious%20Cloudshttps://www.livescience.com/11256-curious-clouds.html?fwa
https://www.reddit.com/submit?url=https://www.livescience.com/11256-curious-clouds.html&title=Image%20Gallery:%20Curious%20Clouds
https://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https://www.livescience.com/11256-curious-clouds.html&media=https://cdn.mos.cms.futurecdn.net/DymvVZUbPnBCw9WPGRiZBE-1200-80.jpg
https://share.flipboard.com/bookmarklet/popout?title=Image%20Gallery%253A%20Curious%20Clouds&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.livescience.com%252F11256-curious-clouds.html
mailto:?subject=I%20found%20this%20webpage&body=Hi,%20I%20found%20this%20webpage%20and%20thought%20you%20might%20like%20it%20https://www.livescience.com/11256-curious-clouds.html
https://www.livescience.com/11256-curious-clouds.html
https://www.livescience.com/11256-curious-clouds/2.html
https://www.livescience.com/11256-curious-clouds/3.html
https://www.livescience.com/planet-earth/weather/polar-vortex-could-bring-deadly-winter-storms-and-coldest-weather-in-more-than-a-decade-to-us
https://www.livescience.com/planet-earth/weather/what-does-a-weather-report-of-30-percent-chance-of-rain-mean
https://www.livescience.com/planet-earth/weather/science-news-this-week-polar-vortices-and-volcanoes-undersea
https://www.livescience.com/space/the-moon/saturn-will-disappear-behind-the-moon-for-skywatchers-in-europe-on-saturday-heres-how-to-see-it
https://www.livescience.com/animals/dinosaurs/weird-bumps-in-uk-quarry-turn-out-to-be-166-million-year-old-dinosaur-highway-for-some-of-jurassics-biggest-dinosaurs
https://www.livescience.com/planet-earth/geology/tristan-da-cunha-the-most-remote-inhabited-island-on-earth-forged-from-a-supercontinent-breakup
https://www.livescience.com/technology/computing/qubits-inspired-by-schrodingers-cat-thought-experiment-could-usher-in-powerful-quantum-computers-by-2030
https://www.livescience.com/health/flu/pet-cats-in-los-angeles-county-are-catching-bird-flu-from-raw-food-milk
https://www.livescience.com/planet-earth/volcanos/undersea-volcano-off-oregon-coast-could-erupt-this-year-geologists-predict
https://www.livescience.com/health/breast-cancer/healthy-breast-cells-can-look-like-invasive-cancer-complicating-early-diagnosis
https://www.livescience.com/health/alcohol/what-counts-as-binge-drinking-what-about-high-intensity-drinking
https://www.livescience.com/archaeology/lost-site-of-alexander-the-greats-famous-battle-against-ancient-persians-discovered-in-turkey
https://www.livescience.com/planet-earth/weather/polar-vortex-could-bring-deadly-winter-storms-and-coldest-weather-in-more-than-a-decade-to-us
https://www.livescience.com/animals/crustaceans/do-crabs-feel-pain
https://www.livescience.com/planet-earth/weather/science-news-this-week-polar-vortices-and-volcanoes-undersea
https://www.livescience.com/11256-curious-clouds.html

(Image credit: Richard H. Hahn)

This spectacular, multi-hued formation of so-called lenticular clouds was observed over Rocky Mountain National Park, near Estes
Park, Colo. Professional photographer Richard H. Hahn snapped the magnificent view soon after sunset at 5:02 p.m MST (7:02
EST) on Jan. 5.

Lenticular clouds form when waves of moist, fast-moving air are pushed upward by winds and ascend over high mountains. At the
mountain's higher altitude, the moist air's water droplets cool and expand, and the water vapor condenses. When the air moves over
the mountain top and descends to uniformly humid air conditions, lenticular clouds form

These clouds are characterized by their smooth, symmetrical oval or round shapes, and because of this, are often referred to as
"flying saucer” or "UFO" clouds.

"The significance of this particular atmospheric event was the dramatic shape and color of the cloud. It really did look like the
"'mother ship' UFO," Hahn told LiveScience.com. "It was ominous and breathtaking."

Spooky UFO Clouds
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(Image credit: Ifstewart | )

Lenticular clouds, like the ones seen in Antarctica (shown here), are so smooth and round that they're sometimes mistaken for
UFOs. Like some other cloud formations, including wave clouds, lenticular clouds form because of the vagaries of winds around

mountain peaks.

Shelf Cloud
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(Image credit: NOAA Photo Library, NOAA Central Library; OAR/ERL/National Severe Storms Laboratory
(NSSL))

Approaching thunderstorm with lead gust front. Rain-cooled air from the storm moves out ahead of the storm. It ploughs under the
warm moist air forming a flat "shelf cloud."

Cloud Over the Desert

(Image credit: Anna Kotova, distributed by EGU under a Creative Commons License)
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A localized ramstorm over the Arizona desert n 2008.

Globular Mammatus

o

(Image credit: NOAA Photo Library, NOAA Central Library; OAR/ERL/National Severe Storms Laboratory
(NSSL))

Globular mammatus clouds with radar in foreground. Often associated with thunderstorms and severe weather.

More mammatus
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(Image credit: NOAA Photo Library, NOAA Central Library; OAR/ERL/National Severe Storms Laboratory
(NSSL))

Globular mammatus clouds. These clouds are often associated with thunderstorns and severe weather.

Mother-of-Pearl Clouds
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(Image credit: Peggy Achtert, distributed by the EGU under a Creative Commons License)
Clouds over Estrange, Sweden in January, 2011.
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Thickness in the Air
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(Image credit: NOAA Photo Library)

Thick wave clouds are captured over Mt. Pisgah.

The Anvil
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(Image credit: NOAA Photo Library, NOAA Central Library; OAR/ERL/National Severe Storms Laboratory
(NSSL))

Towering cumulus. Mammatus clouds visible under the "anvil".

Thunderstorms Form
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(Image credit: NOAA Photo Library, NOAA Central Library; OAR/ERL/National Severe Storms Laboratory
(NSSL))

Cumulonimbus (Thunderstorm) is shown forming in the background. Smaller low level "scud" appearing in foreground.

(Image credit: NOAA Photo Library, NOAA Central Library; OAR/ERL/National Severe Storns Laboratory
(NSSL))

Lowering wall cloud under main thunderstorm updraft. Tornadoes will generally form in and ground the wall cloud.
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